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THE FINAL
CONFERENCE

Closing Event with TRA on
23 RD April 2012 in Athens

JOINT SEMINAR IN
WASHINGTON DC

Discussions of methods, impacts and policies in the EU
and the US

METEOROLOGY AND
WIDER IMPACTS

Impact patterns become
more complex with a wider
perspective

CLIMATE ADAPTATION
STRATEGIES

Organisation and cooperation superior to technology
development

NEXT STEPS

Upcoming reports and international activities
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• Emergency preparation and long-term
adaptation strategies
• Local to supranational policy and research
roadmaps
We invite researchers, policy-makers and
transport professionals to participate in the
conference and to support the development
of a roadmap of how to deal with weather
extremes and transportation systems on various levels. Participation is free of charge, but
a registration to the TRA 2012 is required.
Please contact the WEATHER project team
for registration or further information.
Link to the Transport Research Arena:
www.traconference.eu
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Invitation to the WEATH ER
Final Conference
We are now moving into the final phase of
preparing the WEATHER Final Conference.
This closing event is planned as a one day
conference taking place on Monday, April
23rd 2012 in Athens. It will be hosted in the
Athens Concert Hall together with the 2012
Transport Research Arena (TRA).
The WEATHER final conference will convey research findings and discuss their practical relevance and implementation options
with our audience. To meet these goals, the
conference will be organised in three topic
areas:
• Long-term weather variability and vulnerability assessment

Joint Seminar in
Washington DC
The three European FP7 extreme weather
and climate change projects - WEATHER,
EWENT and ECCONET - organised a special
workshop at the Transportation Research
Board’s Annual Meeting in Washington, on
January 22nd 2012. This workshop attracted
around 50 attendees of the Annual Meeting
and was mentioned on several occasions as
a good example of EU-US co-operation in
the arena of transportation research. The
workshop involved speakers from all the
projects accompanied by other speakers
from the US and EU. The presentations are
available via the websites of the WEATHER
and EWENT projects.
The discussion revealed that there are still
huge uncertainties in valuing the damages
caused by weather extremes to transporta-
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Meteorological Trends
and Wider Economic
Impacts
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tion systems. However, the project cluster
funded under the 7th RTD Framework Programme of the European Commission has
made a substantial contribution to identifying the major hot-spots. Further cooperation
between European, North American and supranational organisations has been agreed.
Link: www.weather-project.eu/weather/
inhalte/Joined_Seminar_TRB_2012.php

Deliverable 1: “Weather Trends and Economy-Wide Impacts” was submitted to the EC
in October 2011. After some internal changes and a round of improvements, a draft
version is now available on the WEATHER
website.
Long-term climate trends confirm the
main messages of the IPCC A1B Scenario
projections: The magnitude of changes is
greater towards the end of the century with
warmer and wetter winters in Northern Europe versus hotter and dryer summers in the
Mediterranean area. On the regional level,
statistical downscaling revealed an important change in the 90th percentile of the
summer maximum temperature increase of
around 7°C over North Italy.
During and after a natural disaster the
economy does not function normally due
to the indirect costs of reconstruction and
recovery. To measure direct and indirect
costs, the ARIO-T input-output model has
been developed with a special focus on
the transport sector. This has estimated the
transport-related costs of extreme events to
be in the order of a few hundred million euros per year. Climate change could make this
cost increase significantly, but the order of
magnitude is likely to remain unchanged.
In contrast, the detailed analysis and
generalisation of transport-specific damage
costs lead to figures of € 2.5 billion per year.
These may increase by around 7% for road
and 72 % for rail by 2050. Rail services in
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France and the UK will face the most severe
impacts. However, due to the declining severity and duration of winters, there will also
be regions that stand to gain from climate
change.
Link: www.weather-project.eu/weather/
inhalte/deliverables.php

Long-Term Adaptation
Strategies
Deliverable 4 on Adaptation Strategies was
formally submitted to the EC in De-cember
2011. A slightly improved draft version of
the report is available on the WEATHER website.
In the course of this work we have assessed over 300 technical and organisational
adaptation measures across all modes in the
areas transport planning, infrastructures, vehicles and operations. A review of national
adaptation and transport planning strategies reveals that, on the policy level, there
is still room for more long-term orientation
of planning processes. With respect to life
cycle costs, risk reduction potentials, flexibility, feasibility and wider impacts, it was
found that priority should be given to company-internal preparation, staff training and
co-operation. In conjunction with medium
cost weather detection and IT systems and
improved maintenance strategies, expensive
infrastructure investments can be limited to
a large extent.
Link: www.weather-project.eu/weather/
inhalte/deliverables.php
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Next Steps
Deliverable 6: “The Case Study Synthesis”
was submitted in early February and Deliverable 5 on Policy Implications is under way.
A special report on the contributions of our
International Panel of Experts is also under
preparation. We expect that these reports
will be publicly available in the coming
weeks.
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